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Soviet Trade Statistics

REF ; Your Hote of 27 Augsst 1958

1. On balance, we think that the Department of Commerce trads
conteal progess should be somtimmd. It cosbimes adwatiges of
timeliness, coversge, snd consistent detail vhilshk are a vidtal sapport
to the basic sonlysis snd yYeporting paograss on econosic pesetration
and trude eontyol wnd to the curvest soportiag progroz wndersaken by
the reglonsl sections in 3/T¥,

2. Hhile the trade data publisher in the recest Soviet haandbogh
do provide the rost systecstic treatzent of Coviet trade date to dnte. !
pany Inportant sspects of Soviet txside rerain odbseure. There swe - j
nzbey of prozizeat sdszions and cpparent discrepanciss ia the data.
Por exsapls, cousodity trsds tebles appearing ia the 1J55-56 soviet
trade handbook show uwnexplaised residusls, shick in =@y cases srownt
to 15«20 percent of total Soviet aparts or imports to a gliven country.
In sddidion, important cooditie: koown to heve eatered Joviet tr:xde
{ inelnding copper, wrsaiw: 4ad bsuxite imports) heve eiiher been
oxitied emtirely, or have been comcealed in rore gemernl comwodity
entegories.

3. in Laoporteal sdvantage of the Departezeat of Coumerce
reporting is that it fnclndec the trade of all the Blot coumtyries wwith
the Free World, not just that of the USSR, In additios it reports
comxodity trade in stendardinzed cozsoflty classificatiess. and in the
saae monetary walits, Gms persitting the eosbining or ceaparing of
trade of varioms Bloc countries with & tindrars of statistiesd

L. hAnother sdvantaze 15 that the (amerce date Ls reported
frequently (bizonthly by value by coustyy) so that jusrterly and seri-
amams]l values and Crends exn be aaslysed and reported.
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. Fimally, those Comsmrce ceri¢s which huve ile dade broien out
by Vestern comatry are useful for & lbrge susber of researel projects,
partieslarly those dealing with Soviet penetratiom ¢fPorts and anelysis
of the sdxinistration and effectivensis of UBS and intermetionsl export

trade control prograns directed spmiart the Sino-Soviet Bloe.
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